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NATIONAL STOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Community Development 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [2.19 pm]:  I rise to 
highlight the initiatives undertaken by the Carpenter government and the family and domestic violence sector for 
National Stop Domestic Violence Day held last week.  Each year the Women’s Council for Domestic and 
Family Violence Services, with the support of the family and domestic violence unit, organises a peaceful protest 
against violence in our community.  The year 2006 saw the sixteenth Annual Silent Domestic Violence 
Memorial March - a day to honour those who have died as a result of family and domestic violence.  Tragically, 
in the past 12 months, 17 lives have been lost in Western Australia - nine women, six men and two children.  
Two of those who died were from my electorate.  It was a sad moment when the gender and age of all 17 
homicide victims were acknowledged. 

I had the honour of speaking at this event alongside former parliamentarian Diana Warnock, and Lynn Smith 
from the RSPCA who spoke about the connection between human violence and animal cruelty.  It is not 
acceptable that Western Australians continue to be killed or injured at the hands of partners, ex-partners or other 
family members.  This government has also introduced new restraining order legislation with the introduction of 
24 and 72-hour police orders, the Family and Domestic Violence State Strategic Plan and the review of regional 
domestic violence committees.  Another key initiative has been the government’s support for the supported 
assistance accommodation program sector, which provides almost all crisis accommodation for women and 
children seeking to escape domestic violence.  The government has provided an additional $5.4 million over the 
five-year agreement to meet the Australian government’s cash requirement for the SAAP V Multilateral 
Agreement and has also increased indexation to 2.9 per cent on the state component of funding.  The family and 
domestic violence unit in partnership with Communicare last week invited South Australian author and clinician 
Alan Jenkins to Western Australia to speak about ways to engage men who are violent or abusive.  Alan 
presented a series of workshops and seminars, including a breakfast forum, which I had the pleasure of opening 
on National Stop Domestic Violence Day.   

The Carpenter government will not tolerate violence in the family and I as a minister, as a man and as a member 
of the community will continue to speak out to ensure this message is well and truly heard.  National Stop 
Domestic Violence Day has given us an opportunity to raise awareness of this important issue.  The government 
will continue to support the family and domestic violence sector in organising this annual event.  
 


